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Please read below for more information about what happens during each Clinical Assessment session. 

IDENTIFICATION CHECK 

The Administrator will meet Candidates at the arrival time and verify their valid professional indemnity insurance cover for a 

minimum of $5 million and identities through photo identification (valid passport or Australian Driver’s License) provided by 

the Candidate. 

The Administrator will then confirm that the Candidate is fit and healthy to proceed with the Assessment. 

THE PATIENT 

During each Assessment, the patient may be: 

• An inpatient or an outpatient 

• Have an acute, sub-acute or chronic condition 

• Be male or female 

• Be of any age (including paediatric or older patients) 

• Critical care/intensive care unit patients who are not intubated, who are stable, and who are straightforward in terms of 

physiotherapy management 

The patient must be appropriate for treatment by an entry-level physiotherapist, however: 

• The patient can be complex if considered appropriate for treatment by an entry-level physiotherapist when under specific 

instruction of a more experienced physiotherapist 

• The Administrator must choose an area that the Candidate should focus on for purposes of the Assessment (e.g. mobility, 

or management specific to the upper limb) 

• The Candidate must be informed that the patient is complex, and to focus treatment on the specific area 

• The Candidate must be assessed only in the focussed area, and should be informed of this. 

Patients cannot be: 

• A physiotherapist, a physiotherapy assistant, or a student physiotherapist 

• A burns patient 

• A patient with acute traumatic spinal cord injuries (with the exception of spinal cord problems resulting from tumour or 

congenital changes) 

• Critical care/intensive care unit patients who are intubated 

• Known to have significant communication problems (e.g. global aphasia. Note: the presence of mild to moderate dysphasia 

is acceptable) 

• Known to have significant cognitive deficits impacting on the ability to communicate 
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ORIENTATION 

Before the Assessment, candidates will be orientated to the Assessment environment. Candidates will be familiarised with: 

• Equipment available, and the operation of beds (including brakes), location of plugs, medical devices 

• The Assessment environment 

• Location of commonly used equipment 

• Emergency procedures - entries and exits 

• Facility-specific policies that may impact on the Assessment (e.g. are patients allowed to walk during Assessments and 

interventions without shoes) 

• The typical format of patient notes and history in the hospital 

Candidates are allowed to ask questions about: 

• The equipment 

• The format of patient notes 

• The layout of the hospital (e.g. layout over different floors, access to toilets etc) 

However, the Candidate is not allowed to ask the Administrator questions regarding the type of patients to expect or the 

physiotherapy approach taken at the hospital. 

DURATION 

The Clinical Assessment usually takes around 75-90 minutes, comprised of: 

1. Ten (10) minutes for the Candidates to inspect background information about the patient (Reading Time) 

2. Five (5) minutes for the Candidate to provide a verbal summary to the Assessors and the Administrator regarding the 

patient’s background information and status (Verbal Summary Time) 

3. Fifty (50) minutes with the patient (Patient Time) 

4. Ten (10) minutes for oral clarification (Oral Reporting Time) 

Please note that whilst administrators will try their best to run the Assessment as per the schedule, the delays are sometimes 

unavoidable in the specific healthcare setting. 

Some allowances can be made for the Candidate in Reading Time and Patient Time under specific circumstances: 

• When the patient is deemed complex by the Administrator and relevant notes are significantly lengthier and/or require 

more in-depth analysis, an additional ten (10) minutes can be provided during Reading Time 

• When the patient requires an interpreter, an additional 15 minutes can be provided during Patient Time 
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READING TIME 

The Assessment commences once the Candidate begins Reading Time 

• Before this point, it will not be considered an attempt at the Clinical Assessment if the Candidate withdraws 

• After this point, a withdrawal from the Assessment will be considered an attempt at the Clinical Assessment 

Candidates will be provided with patient information typical of what would be provided to a physiotherapist who has no 

prior contact with or knowledge of the patient. This will include: 

• The patient’s medical history 

• Where available: 

• Summary notes about the patient written by the treating physiotherapist; or 

• A referral note from another health practitioner, such as a doctor or another physiotherapist 

• Where appropriate, Candidates may ask to be provided with the results of x-rays or other investigations. These should be 

provided if the documents are accessible to the treating physiotherapist on that day. 

• If the treating physiotherapist would not normally have immediate access to investigations (and they are irrelevant to safe 

and effective treatment of the patient) they may not be provided to the Candidate. 

VERBAL SUMMARY TIME 

Immediate after Reading Time, the Candidate is expected to have up to 5 minutes provide the Assessors and the 

Administrator with a verbal summary of the background information. 

The verbal summary must be provided by the Candidate to the Assessor before the Candidate is introduced to the patient. 

PATIENT TIME 

Candidates will have up to 50 minutes to complete an appropriate Assessment and treatment for the patient (unless specific 

circumstances above are met for additional time). 

Two time checks from Assessor 2 will be provided to the Candidate at 20 minutes and 40 minutes. 

An Assessor will speak with the Candidate at any time during the Patient Time to manage any perceived risk to the patient. 

Other than to manage risk, Assessors will not discuss during the Patient Time any aspect of the Candidate’s performance. 

Candidates are advised to verbalise their Assessment, for example, describing what they hear during auscultation, and 

verbally rationalise their findings and treatment. This provides clarity for the assessor of the candidate's actions. 

IF LESS TIME THAN ALLOCATED IS USED 

Occasionally an Assessment may end before the allocated time is up. With the exception of Assessments terminated due to a 

breach of patient safety, all Assessors and the Candidate must agree to end the Assessment before time. 

ORAL REPORTING TIME 

The candidate has up to 10 minutes to clarify any aspect of the Assessment that was unclear. 

• Assessors can use this time to seek clarification of the treatment plan and the rationale behind the intervention. 

• Assessors can also use this time to query about ongoing management of the patient. 
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CLINICAL ASSESSOR PANEL 

The candidate’s performance is observed and assessed by a panel of two assessors who have been appointed by the Council 

on the basis of their qualifications and experience in Assessment and supervision of entry-level physiotherapists. 

1. Each assessor first independently completes the Independent Candidate Assessment Form during Patient Time and 

Oral Clarification Time without consultation with another assessor. 

2. When the Assessment is complete and the candidate leaves, the assessors then confer and discuss their observations, and 

together complete the Moderated Assessment Form. 

ASSESSING PERFORMANCE 

The assessors use the full description of the marking criteria to determine whether a performance indicator was 

demonstrated. 

An assessor will speak with the candidate at any time during the Assessment to manage any perceived risk to the patient. 

The candidate assumes responsibility of the patient during the Assessment (under the supervision of the assessors), but 

assessors are to intervene in accordance with the risk management procedure when there is a safety issue. All safety issues 

will be recorded. 

The assessors will not provide feedback regarding performance or Assessment outcomes to the candidate.  

SAFETY PROMPTS 

The way Assessors highlight a safety risk to the Candidate is based on the following script: 

“I need to stop you here. Can you please explain what you are about to do?” 

If the risk is not appropriately addressed, Assessors can prompt a second time with the following script: 

“Can you consider the situation and think of any potential issues?” 

If the risk is still not appropriately addressed, Assessors will call a for safety time out. During this time out, the Assessors will 

discuss the safety risk and determine whether the Assessment should continue. Please note that where possible the 

Assessors will always prompt, but there is a maximum of 4 prompts (i.e., 2 sets of 2 prompts per Assessment). 

  

 

 

https://physiocouncil.com.au/for-physiotherapists/assessment-for-registration/clinical-assessment/domains-and-performance-indicators/

